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Richard M. Daley, Mayor

LATEST LESSONS AND APPLICATIONS



Higher Emissions:

Projected 
number of 100-

degree days 

31 days
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Lower Emissions:

degree days 
per year in 
Chicago

8 days
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Chicago Climate Action Plan
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Grounded in research
Reducing emissions & adaptation

Focused on implementation
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Extreme Precipitation
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Low emissions future
High emissions future
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2000 Chicago Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Other

9%

34.6 MMTCO2e
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Transportation

21% Buildings
and Other
Energy Uses

70%

MMT:  Million Metric Tons
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Chicago Greenhouse Gas
Emissions and Reduction Goals:
• 25 percent reduction from 1990 levels by 

2020

• 80 percent reduction from 1990 levels
by 2050 ��������	
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Cool Accomplishments 
First Two Years

• 13,500 Dwelling Units and 252 Commercial/Industrial 
Buildings retrofitted

• 200 Buildings Permitted to New Energy Code Since 
April, 2009

• 20 Million Gallons per Day of Water Conserved
• 636 New Car Share Vehicles
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• 636 New Car Share Vehicles
• 208 New CTA Hybrid Buses Added to Fleet
• 383,125 Gallons of Alternative Fuel Sold
• Electric Vehicle infrastructure underway
• 204,177 Tons of Waste Diverted from Landfills
• $17Million+ saved by companies trading waste
• Energy Action Network Launched

And Counting………
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Leaders of the Chicago retrofit community have come together to develop a retrofit 
strategy for the city.
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6 Strategies
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CCAP Goals:  Energy Efficient Buildings

CCAP Overall Goal:
• 400,000 residential units
• 9,000 commercial and 200 industrial 

buildings
Achieving a 30% reduction in energy usage by 2020

Achievements to Date:
• 13,500 residential units

Goals to Date:
• 10,000 residential units
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• 13,500 residential units
• 252 commercial and industrial 

buildings 

• 10,000 residential units
• 100 commercial and industrial 

buildings



Field Museum Research: 
South Chicago 

QuickTime™ and a
 decompressor

are needed to see this picture.
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Co-Benefits: Community Concerns that Link 
Environment to Quality of Life

Standard co-benefits also 
identified in South 

CREATIVE ENTRY WAYS INTO CLIMATE ACTION

Research Findings:
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identified in South 
Chicago:

• Employment

• Economic development

• Cost savings

• Health

• Transportation

Community 
Heritage

Healthy 
Food

Environmental 
Restoration & 
Open Space

Community Engagement

Affordable
Housing

Living 
Local

Youth 
Development



Strategies for Effective Communication
and Dissemination of CCAP Resources

Building trust and 
communicating by 
word-of-mouth are 
particularly important 
strategies for 

Research Findings:
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strategies for 
communication and 
dissemination. 

Trust is built through

• shared cultural heritage

• language
• connecting mitigation   

efforts to community  
concerns.



CCAP Goals and Achievements 
Energy Action Network

Goals
• Prevent disconnection of utilities
• Increase the number of households receiving Low-Income Home 

Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) and weatherization 
assistance

• Create a network of trusted Community-Based Organizations 
(CBOs) to lead energy action and set, implement, and share best 
practices in outreach and engagement
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practices in outreach and engagement
• Build strong partnerships for years to come

How
• Provide additional staffing resources and capacity building to 

support high performing providers of LIHEAP and weatherization 
assistance and expand/leverage energy efficiency and other 
support to improve neighborhood quality of life
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CCAP Goals and Achievements 
Energy Action Network

• CEDA, Department of 
Public Health, Department 
of Community 
Development, and 
Department of Family and 

��������	

���
�
��	�
��
�������

Department of Family and 
Support Services publicly-
accessible locations
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CCAP Goals and Achievements 
Energy Action Network

• Chicago 
Conservation Corps 
Leaders 

• Chicago 
Conservation Corps 
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Conservation Corps 
Student Clubs

• Field Museum 
community groups 
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CCAP Goals and Achievements 
Energy Action Network

• Department of Community 
Development Home Repairs 

• Department of 
Public Health Lead 
Abatement Program 
sites
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Development Home Repairs 
for Accessible and 
Independent Living (HRAIL) 
delegate agencies and 
EHEAP Emergency Housing 
Assistance Program (EHAP) 
sites
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Map of Partner Programs
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Map of Partner Programs
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CCAP Goals: Clean & Renewable Energy Sources

Achievements to Date
Work Plans Created for the Next Three Years
Consulting Partners: Bain, ELPC, The Chicago Manufacturing Center, World Business 
Chicago, Chicago Manufacturing Renaissance Council, Center for Neighborhood 
Technology, SunPhocus, Prometheus, Indie, SunPower, Suzlon, ACCIONA, Lincoln 
Renewable, Recycled Energy, Midwest Wind Energy, GreatPoint Energy, Invenergy, Clean 
Energy Resource Group.

Ground Source Heat Pump Installations
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Ground Source Heat Pump Installations
• Harris Bank – Branch Pilot in Beverly
• Mercy Housing Lakefront – 100 units
• Chicago Park District – Independence Park Bungalow

New Solar Installation
• Development of nation’s largest urban solar power plant with Exelon
• Production of an average of 14,000 megawatt-hours (MWh) of power
• Plant will result in CO2 emissions savings of more than 14,000 metric tons 

annually, the equivalent of removing 2,500 cars from city streets each year.
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